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engaged in politics, public officials, men of letters,
lawyers, and professional economists." During
the time Bagehot was in the club, the roll was
limited to thirty-five names. Lord Courtney of
Penwith, also a member, gives an interesting
description of Bagehot as he appeared at these
meetings:
I revert to a stricter economist in naming Mr.
Bagehot. We met on Friday evenings, not a convenient
day for the Editor of the Economist, but he came as
often as he could, and was always a welcome debater.
If I venture to say that he was perhaps too frequently
betrayed into the examination of differences and dis-
criminations of the second order every reader of his
writings can appreciate without accepting the criticism.
. His manner of speech was correspondingly finical and
fastidious, but his intervention in discussion was always
stimulating and acceptable.15
No criticism of Bagehot as an author could be
more unmerited. Either Lord Courtney had read
very few of his writings, or he had heard rather
too many of his speeches. At any rate, Bagehot's
character as a speaker requires no further comment.
Perhaps the most interesting group of which
Bagehot became a member was the Metaphysical
Society, which joined highly combustible materials
for a benevolent purpose. Lord Tennyson, James
Knowles, and David Pritchard, the founders, were,
according to Hallam Tennyson, " grieved at the
scorn that the theological and agnostic parties
showed toward each other, and considered that
meeting on a friendly footing would do much
toward the ventilation of new doctrines, and the
clearing up of misunderstandings, as well as toward
the cultivation of charity in controversy, and